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Homes that celebrate the great outdoors

By SHERRY GIEWALD
Daily Herald Correspondent

It's what's on the outside
that matters at these new
home communities.

Inspired by the beauty of
nature, the joy of sustain-
able living, or the tranquil-
lity of water, these communi-
ties beckon you to unplug and
head outdoors.

Someone once said to be
in love with your life, find a
beautiful place and get lost.
Here you have the opportu-
nity to do just that. Experience
the outdoors daily and bring
your enjoyment of life to a
whole new level.

You can live the life you've
only imagined in beautiful
residences with on-site ame-
nities surrounded by incredi-
ble environments.

As spring breathes forth,
now is the time to consider a
new lifestyle. Yellow daffodils
will soon dazzle with vibrant
color as leaves break out and
soft breezes calm. You can
change your life with the new
SEason.

Serosun Farms

Amid suburban sprawl,
Serosun Farms in Hampshire
offers a sustainable commu-
nity like no other that blends
peaceful pastoral living with
today’s conveniences.

The community will be the
site of the Healthy Home 2014:
Healthy World Healthy Child,
said John DeWald, president
of John DeWald & Associates,
developer of Serosun Farms.

Centered around a 16-acre
working farm, Serosun Farms
is a progressive rural oasis
where residents will enjoy
hundreds of acres of open
space with restored prairie
and woodlands.

“This is an unusual oppor-
tunity for families to live, and
for children to grow up, on a
farm,” DeWald said. “Most
professional people don't
have the time or money to mn
a farm; here we do it for you.

“We're selling homesites
now and have 1,000 excited
people on our interest list.”

The development offers
educational programs and
several ways to take an active
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COURTESY OF JOHN DEWALD & ASS0CIATES
Serosun Farms in Hampshire is centered around a working

farm and eguestrian center.

COURTESY OF SMITH FAMILY CONSTRUCTION INC.

At Prairie Park, condominium owners enjoy walking a trail and the prairie landscaping on the

18-acre grounds.

role in the community, such
as in the demo gardens, prai-
rie restoration or building
birdhouses.

“With our demo gardens,
we are in a five- to 10-year
process of shifting to local
market farming. Some gar-
dens test heirloom varieties of
vegetables and various tech-
niques,” DeWald said. “It's a
learning place.”

Residences — from smaller
cottages to counfry estates
— will sit in clusters around
the farm on 114 distinctive
one-acre lots. The developer
adheres to design guidelines
and other requirements for
green building and partners
with architects and build-
ers who share the dream and
vision for the community,

DeWald said.

Every element of the com-
munity is being developed to
provide 70 to 80 percent of its
energy needs through clean,
renewable, on-site sources.

Other community ameni-
ties include a community cen-
ter with swimming pool and
filmess center, jogging, hik-
ing and biking trails, tennis
and basketball courts, stocked
fishing pond, bar and grill and
meeting event facilities.

Also, a world-class eques-
frian center facility is on-
site with eight miles of trails
developed by Jane Stickland,
DeWald's sister who lives on
the property and is his busi-
ness pariner. An intermational
equestrian trainer also lives on
the site.

Newport Cove

At Newport Cove, the lake
is your front yard and a hux-
ury cottage is your home. The
Antioch community offers a
year-round vacation lifestyle
with a resident-only marina
with ample slips all with water
and electricity.

Residents can fish off the
pier, watch the sunrise and
barbecue and picnic at the
gazebo.

Set along Bluff Lake, water-
front lifestyle homes overlook
15 acres of open space com-
prised of beautiful landscaped
common areas, swathes of
native plants, waterfront park,
walking paths and a lighted
waterfront walk along the
community’s 1,800 feet of
Bluff Lake shoreline.

SECTION 7

Vote for your favorite

Each year, area homebuilders
showcase their newest models
and floor plans during the

Daily Heralds's five-week
Spring Home Show. This year,
potential buyers and readers
will have the opportunity to vote
for their favorite builder in five
categories — kitchen, master
bedroom suite, decor, design
plan and community/amenities
— in three product lines —
condo/townhouse, single-family
home and custom home.

Voting closes on Sunday,
March 30. Winners will be

announced Friday, April 11.

Voters can select their favorites
in each product ling and in
each category once a day.

For details and tovote, visit
dhcontests.secondstreetapp.
com/Chicagolands-Top-New-
Home-Model.

To find participating builders,
see the mapon Page 3 or search
dailyherald.com/homeshow.

The planned community
features three distinct neigh-
borhoods — the Waterfront,
the Estates and the Cottages
— where all homes have the
same coastal-like look with
shingles, siding and stone
exteriors with white trim and
cottage-style landscaping,
upscale finishes and finely
crafted architectural details.
The community has won local
and national awards for its

See GCOMMUNITY on PAGE 5
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Newport Cove features three distinct neighborhoods where all
homes have the same coastal-like look.

Community: Setting
1s a luxury feature

Contined from Page 1

homes and land plan.

People want to live on the
water, but they also want cer-
tain rules and homes with
consistent quality. They're not
just buying a house, they're
buying into the whole com-
munity, and they like to know
they're going to have similar
homes on either side of them,
said Susanne Tauke, president
of New American Homes,
developer of the community.

Because strict architectural
guidelines govern the con-
struction of each home, all are
built with the same high-qual-
ity materials and coastal-style
architecture. Lifestyle cove-
nants ensure residenis have
an upscale, well maintained

waterfront community for
decades to come.
A great aspect of living here

is people enjoy the beautiful
acreage, but they don't need
to maintain it. It's all taken
care of for them, Tauke said.
An underground storm-
water system ensures that
no runoff from the develop-
ment ends up in the lake. And
a state-of-the-art community
treatment plant offers sanitary
sewer service to the homes.

Prairie Park

A spectacular entrance of
granite boulders and cascad-
ing waterfalls welcomes you
to Prairie Park in Wheeling, an
exclusive condominium com-
munity that is set on 18 acres
of lush, landscaped grounds.

Five mid-rise condomin-
ium buildings surround the
centerpiece lake with foun-
tains, tree-lined walkway and
sitting areas. This is an ideal
setting for walking, bicycling,
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Prairie Park's clubhouse, center, includes a fitness facility and

indoor swimming pool.
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At Newport Cove in Antioch, Bluff Lake is your front yard.

and strolls around the lake.
The project is landscaped in a
prairie-like style.

Benches throughout the
community invite one to sit
awhile, and each condomin-
ium features a large expanse
of windows and individual
private terrace where home-
owners can set up a grill, enjoy
container gardening or just sit
and enjoy the views.

At Prairie Park, people like
to walk down near water's
edge around the pond. They
also gather at the top of the
waterfall pavilion where they
can look down over the water-
fall or view the entire site, said
James Smith, vice president
of marketing for Smith Family
Construction Inc.

“People sit outside, walk
their dogs, walk with their
children; we see people push-
ing strollers. People come
here all the time to enjoy the
water features and landscap-
ing. It really is beautiful.”

Each building features a
Iuxurious common entrance
with stone fireplace, original
art pieces and stained glass
plus two high-speed eleva-
tors. Buyers can select from 12
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COURTESY OF JOHN DEWALD & ASSOCIATES

Homes at Serosun Farms will be built in clusters to maintain the property’s rural character.

different designs, each with a
private outside balcony.
Amenities include a club-
house with workout facility
and indoor swimming pool
and heated underground
and above ground enclosed

parking, heated sidewalks at
the enirance to each building
and heated ramps going into
the parking garage.

“The atmosphere is soothing
and calm. You can't put a price
tag on that,” said Mark Smith,

founder with his wife Vivian
of Smith Family Construction.
“It's a peaceful way of life in
a stressful time, not only eco-
nomically, but with all the
pressures of today. It's a place
to rest and rejuvenate.”
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